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PRISON OUTBREAK  Texas faces an ongoing increase in Covid-19 cases in its 
correctional system, most recently affecting the T.L. Roach Unit in Childress, 
where all but 58 of 734 reported cases this week are attributable to testing 
of prison inmates and staff.  |  JENNIFER WHITMER FOR THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

As indoor sports begin, 
area schools are making chang-
es to keep players, coaches and 
fans safe. Because recently 
issued UIL guidelines require 
that each district must take 
measures to address Covid-19 
concerns in their own commu-
nities, the rules may not be the 
same for every school. In order 
to support local teams, steps 
can be taken to understand 
what to do before the game.  

In Silverton, vouchers will 
be issued to spectators, to help 
keep the gym at a maximum 
50% capacity during the games. 
Masks will be required for fans, 
team member, and coaches 
who are not actively on the 
court during the game. Every-
one will be asked to self-screen 
and to avoid exposing others if 
exposed. Family groups will be 

seated together, but groups will 
be separated from other groups 
in the stands. 

Concessions will be avail-
able for the Silverton games, 
but food will not be prepared 
on site, and items will be indi-
vidually wrapped. According to 
Silverton ISD superintendent 
Michelle Francis, everyone 
attending games will need to 
use the southwest entrance 
due to construction. “Instead 
of entering on the east side like 
they usually do, fans and teams 
will enter by the ag shop,” said 
Francis. 

Motley County ISD will have 
also be at 50% capacity, but 
the number of fans who can 
attend depends on the size 
of each facility. For MCISD, 
that means 64 people can be 
seated in the stands on each 

side. Superintendent William 
Cochran said that masks will be 
required and that the first row 
of seating on both sides of the 
gym will be closed so that play-
ers on the bench can be seated 
6 feet apart. Concessions will 
be available at home games. 
“We hope that all the parents 
and spectators understand and 
help us follow the guidelines 
to keep our students and the 
spectators safe,” Cochran said. 

Circumstances may be dif-
ferent in other districts. Some 
may take temperatures at the 
entrance, and others may man-
age seating differently. Home 
games may not require the 
same protocols as away games. 
Plan ahead and check with 
districts to be aware of specific 
school requirements. 
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Schools prepare for a 
safe basketball season 
LIZ ADAMS    |  CAPROCK COURIER
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Childress sees 
Covid numbers 
increase due to 
prison testing
BARBARA BRANNON  |  CAPROCK COURIER

The numbers were star-
tling: for a county that had seen 
only a few dozen positive cases 
of Covid-19 infection since the 
onset of the pandemic, a jump 
from 125 all-time cases and 
37 active ones suddenly grew 
to 734 reported on the State 
Department of Heath Services 
dashboard.

All but 58 of these, however, 
resulted from a single source 
and a single testing event: mass 
testing at the T.L. Roach correc-
tional institution Nov. 2 and 3 
following a transfer of inmates.

Not even county judge Jay 
Mayden, who had a heads-up 
from the warden of the 1,884-
bed facility in the county seat of 
Childress, knew to expect such 
a large increase when mass test-
ing was undertaken last week.

“For a long while, up through 
August and September, we 
(Roach) were the only prison 
in the state to have zero cases," 
Mayden said. “But then the 
state began transferring inmates 
again, and they notified us that 
testing would be done.”

The Texas Tribune reported 
Aug. 7, “The Roach Unit is one 
of Texas' more than 100 state-
run prisons and jails, housing 
about 1,300 incarcerated men 
in the rural town of Childress.”

The current outbreak of cases 
in Childress affects not only 
the inmate population, but 
staff as well, said Mayden, who 
confirmed that “no one has 
been sick enough to require 
hospitalization from the unit.” 
The broader concern would be 
meeting any need to transfer to 
trauma care, as Amarillo hospi-
tals—the nearest—stand at 31% 
capacity.

Mayden praised the prison 
staff for their handling of the 
situation and said that “people 
have got to be smart” with mask 
wearing, hand washing, social 
distancing, and other preven-
tion protocols in order to re-
verse the trend of an uptick in 

REGIONAL COVID-19 CASES
Confirmed by TSHS or judges
as of press time

COVID-19 BULLETIN  AS OF NOVEMBER 10
STATEWIDE AND REGION CASE COUNTS

Statewide total tests  8,849,942
Cases reported  963,019
Fatalities  18,769     Recoveries (estimated)  820,156
Active cases in Texas  126,412
   Total cases     Recovered     New since last week     ACTIVE EST.
Armstrong 31 20 4  10
Briscoe 25 20 0  4
Childress 734 112 609*  622*
Collingsworth 22 21 1  1
Cottle 44 39 4  4
Crosby 149 102 32  37
Dickens  60 49 5  9
Donley 93 81 7  11
Floyd 160 114 32  36
Hale 2,709 2,516 258  383
Hall 50 42 6  7
Kent 12 12 0  0
King 1 1 0  0
Lubbock 17,478 18,054 5,256  4,341
Motley 19 16 2  3
Randall 6,950 3,915 2,117  2,972
Stonewall 21 19 -10  2
Swisher 191 135 30  51

Source:  Texas State Department of Health Services, 11/10/20

Texas reports spike in cases
The rate of Covid-19 cases per 1,000 residents is high in the 
Panhandle’s Moore County, where early outbreaks were tied 
to a meatpacking plant, and in counties with state prisons 
such as Childress, Walker and Jones. South Texas and the 
Coastal Bend emerged as hot spots in July, and counties 
with college towns, like Lubbock and Brazos, saw cases 
surge as students returned to campus in late August. The 
latest surge in October has been felt acutely in El Paso, Lub-
bock and Amarillo, with experts saying widespread fatigue 
has hastened viral transmission statewide. —Texas Tribune

IN NEXT WEEK’S CAPROCK COURIER

2020–21 HOOPS 
SCHEDULES
Boys • Girls • Varsity • JV

PLAYOFF BOUND   The Motley County Matadors finished second in District 7-1A Division II and will 
face Benjamin Friday, Nov. 13, in Guthrie at 7:30 p.m. There will be a sendoff for the 
Matadors from the Motley County Fieldhouse at 4:15 p.m.  |   COURTESY PHOTO 

previously little-affected rural 
communities.

Childress County is among 
numerous West Texas counties 
now under a mask mandate 
and limited to 50% occupancy 
in restaurants and other public 
spaces. As a regional hub for 
shopping, health care, and 
recreation, it welcomes many 
visitors from throughout the 
Panhandle and eastern Okla-
homa daily.

The protocols are “about 
not giving it to someone else,” 
Mayden reminds locals and 
visitors alike.
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The origin of the name Llano Estacado, which means 
“staked plain” or “palisaded plain,” is uncertain. One of the 
first European explorers to describe the flat, featureless 
region that encompasses much of present-day West 
Texas and eastern New Mexico was Francisco Vázquez de 
Coronado. He wrote to the king of Spain on October 20, 
1541: “I reached some plains so vast, that I did not find 
their limit anywhere I went, although I travelled over them 
for more than 300 leagues . . . with no more land marks 
than if we had been swallowed up by the sea . . . . there was 
not a stone, nor bit of rising ground, nor a tree, nor a shrub, 
nor anything to go by.” Having approached the mesa from 
the west, the soldiers of the entrada remarked how the 
escarpment on its boundary resembled a fort or palisade.

While the legendary riches of Cibola and Quivira eluded 
Coronado, who returned to Mexico in disgrace after 
wandering the plains for another year, later speculators 
and colonists did not fail to exploit other treasures of 
the Southwest, from its thundering herds of bison to its 
unfenced rangelands to its deep deposits of fossil fuels and 
the pure underground pool of the Ogallala Aquifer.

The Llano today is a land of ranches and farms, busy 
cities and deserted hamlets, rails and roads, mesquite and 
prickly pear. Canyons carve through its thin crust, and 
the Colorado and Brazos river systems carry its streams 
and soils to the Gulf of Mexico. Blustering winds, hail, 
and tornadoes scour its level expanses—as do occasional 
blizzards, like the December 2009 snowstorm that brought 
Lubbock only its third white Christmas in the century since 
its weather records were first kept.

Text and illustration © 2009 Barbara Brannon

Christmas on the Llano

 
In any weather land for wanderers

to lose their way in, markless western moor
 in want of wood and waterholes,
 without a mountain worthy of the name,
  the prairie draws the seeker to Quivira,
  leads the weary camp to Canaan,
   lures the poor, the criminal, the pilgrim,
   woos the dowser and the bounty hunter,
    those who search and those who strive,
    pursue, entreat, inquire, explore.

 Now in winter, shelter in the lee of
 cedars, mend your fences, tend your cattle
  and your kin. Gather all your grain

and cotton in, bring pheasant from the field,
   set venison and veal and seasoned greens
   upon the table. Trim the candles,
    light a lamp, build a fire, pour the wine.
    Join hands and offer up a solemn prayer:
    to set your compass by a single star,
     your stake upon the barren plain.
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